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December 15, 2008

Mr. Bertram Yaffe, President

New England Coalition for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention
The Yaffe Foundation

2 Regency Plaza, Apartment 912

Providence, RI 02903

Dear Bert and NECON Conference Attendees:

I wish very much that I could join you for the 26™ annual NECON Conference on
Promoting Prevention. Needless to say, I look forward very much to working with you in
the weeks ahead as we develop a new national health reform law proposal that includes
disease prevention and health promotion as central features.

I recall well when NECON began in the 1980s, and I Joined you in Fall River to
draw attention to the importance of disease prevention and health promotion in reducing
the unacceptable shortcomings in our nation’s health care system.

You deserve great credit for your leadership on these fundamental issues.
Because of your foresight, today’s business and labor leaders, health providers and health
insurers, and consumers and patients all recognize the vital and central role of prevention
policy in creating a high quality health care system for the 21 century.

Thank you for your commitment to realistic and effective health care policy, and
best wishes for your conference.

With great respect and appreciation,
Sincerely,

s J /{M‘/

dward M. Kennedy



